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The four schools of interpretation:  The four schools of interpretation:  
There are four schools of interpretation on the book of Revelation.  These are as follows: 
 
The Preterist:  In veiled language, Revelation describes events of John's own time, and up until the end of the Ro-
man Empire or at least to the conversion of Constantine.  The beast is seen as only the Roman Empire and Babylon is 
Rome, however there are clear references to the Rome of John's time.  
 

The Histori cist: Revelation is a chart of the whole of history from Christ's first coming to his second, and beyond.  A 
historicist will try to make sections of Revelation fit in with specific historical events. The beast is seen as the papacy in 
the time of the    reformation. 
 

The Idealist: Revelation is a book of similes and metaphors about good and evil and the ultimate victory of Christ. 
The beast is seen as the Roman empire of John's day but also a succession of ungodly empires leading to the last em-
pire from which the antichrist will come. Because Christians have been persecuted throughout the generations, each 
generation should be able to identify who their “beast” is. 
 

The Futurist: Sees the book of Revelation as largely a prophecy of events unfolding now and still to come, espe-
cially just prior to the return of Christ. This is the normal interpretation of someone reading the book for the first time 
because its imagery looks so fantastic. It means that the book will be especially relevant for those in the last generation. 
The beast is seen as the antichrist who emerges from a revived Roman empire. This view is widely held in America. 
 

The problem for anyone trying to interpret the book of Revelation is that on reading the text one can find 
some support for each of these views.  This is why there is such a wide variety of interpretations and dis-
agreements. In a sense, they each have been somewhat correct.                                                                                                                               
My studies are written from a futurist/historicist viewpoint and I see America as the revival of the Roman Em-
pire ushering in a future Anti-Christ and the second coming of our Lord.  Of course, some fine Christians would 
disagree.  I encourage you to study your Bible along with me in these weeks ahead and decide for yourself as 
we attempt to unveil the mysterious book of Revelation. 


