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ñLike Fishingò 

Damien had never been to camp before and it 

took some persuading to get him to leave his 
mother for a week.  He had become protective 

of her since her and his fatherõs break up two 

years before.  The sad dissolve occurred  

because of his dadõs drug addiction.  Many 
parental arguments later, Damien was trapped 

between loving his lost father and standing 

with his hurting mother.  Damien and his  

mother began coming to our church off and on    
soon afterwards.   
 

We had known Damienõs dad for many years.  

He had been in our youth clubs, gone to  

summer camps with us and was a star baseball 
player on our league.  It was sad to see him 

fall, and we did all we could to get him into a  

program, but he wouldnõt hear of it.   

Meanwhile, his son was behaving way beyond 
his years and seeking pastoral counseling from 

me after church services.  He would come  

forward during prayer time, all on his own, and 
share his concerns for his father, his mother 

and himself.  Eventually, he decided to tell his 

father how he felt.  Two weeks later his father 

came to The Way Out Ministries for help, and 
Terryl got him an intake interview with the  

Salvation Army.  
 

Damienõs dad had been in his rehabilitation 

program for several weeks and was doing very 
well when Damien was asked to go to camp.  

òMy dad told me about campó, he said.  He 

thinks I should go but I donõt know.ó  When 

Damien saw his mom was okay with the idea 
and that I was going, he made his decision.  

Once he got there, he did everything with vig-

or!  He jumped off the diving board; he went on 
the zip line, and he even went on the brave 

hike and became an òultimate warrioró.  He 

even caught two fish with a stick pole!  
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Daniel Cabrera is our new Manager of Promotion 
& Marketing.  He graduated from our high school 

in 2004 and from Art Institute of California-
Orange County in 2008.  He is a godly young 
man and a great addition to our ministry team. 

One night around 

the campfire, Ryan 
asked the children 

if they had learned 

anything at camp.  

Damien quickly 
raised his hand.  

òBeing a Christian 

is like fishingó, he 

thoughtfully pro-
claimed.  Ryan was 

stumped.  He  

wondered how he 
would dig the little 

guy out of his  

humiliation, but he clearly underestimated the 

little sage.  òBeing a Christian is like fishing 
õcause it takes a long time to find God and when 

you do, you have to wait and be patient.ó   

Damien is learning to wait on God and so is his 

daddy. Below is his daddyõs reflections: 
 

Words can not express how grateful I am to 
have The Way Out Ministries in my life.  

Throughout my youth, I gathered a lot of great 

memories playing on the baseball team,  
participating in youth group, and going to  

summer camps. 
 

I continue to grow in my faith everyday.  Jesusõ 

has promised me that there is a great hope for 

my future.  When things get tough in life, I rely 
on God.  I know one thing for sure: you canõt 

think your way into better living; you must live 

your way into better thinking. Thanks be to God! 

Jesse Duran Jr. 
A new creation through Jesus Christ 
 

God is doing a wonderful work in both Damien and 
Jesseõs lives.  God is also working in Damienõs 
motherõs life as she is now studying the Bible and 
walking closer to Christ.  Thank you for your  
continuing  prayers and donations which help us to 
keep the doors of ministry open to them. 

Damien Duran... 

ñFishermanò 

 Hope for the Streets!  Hope for the Streets! 
 


